
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1910.] IN VACATION. 239 

IN VACATION. 



Is "Possum" a Subject of Larceny? — The only tribunal which could 
properly pass upon this important question has decided that it is not, 
and this tribunal was a colored church in that portion of the Lord's 
vineyard which borders upon the Chesapeake Bay. We will not fur- 
ther designate the spot. Sometime during last March the Common- 
wealth's Attorney of this favored County from whom we have re- 
ceived the facts stated, received the. following letter from a Justice of 
the Peace. We omit the names for obvious reason: 

"Mr. , Attorney for the Commonwealth, Court 

House. Dear Sin I have a warrant issued against one James John- 
son, colored, for stealing an opossum from Isaac Bones, colored, value 
of said possum .25 cents. The defendant and his friends have em- 
ployed Mr. John Jones to defend him. I want you to be present for 
the prosecution, which is willing to put up your $5.00 if you can be 
there, and take their chances of conviction. Will you come up on the 

21st day of March at ■ , Virginia. If you cannot come please 

write me, so the parties may employ other council. This is a church 
dispute stewed down to an opossum." 

Before the magistrate could hear the case the said church, of which 
both the prosecuting witness and the defendant were leading members, 
took jurisdiction of this case and had at least three trials, deacons be- 
ing appointed to defend and prosecute. In each trial the defendant 
was acquitted, the brethren being of the opinion that a possum was not 
a subject of larceny, whether on the ground that it was feres nature or 
not does not appear. The prosecutor was so much discouraged at the 
decision from the hands of the expert church that he dropped the 
prosecution before the Justice of the Peace. That the church erred in 
its decision is insisted on the ground that at the very time the possum 
was served upon the table of the accused the prosecutor was his guest 
and did full justice to the feast set before him, not knowing, however, 
at that time that this delicacy of the White House was one that he, 
the prosecutor, had captured and fattened for his own table. This was 
certainly seething the prosecutor in his own grease. 

The attention of the junior members of the bar is respectfully called 
to this case, because there is no telling when a similar one may arise 
and the matter is one deserving of long and careful study. 



